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cated. Fear is a sensation of actual nerv-
ousness and disarray, and confidence a
Sensation of actual readiness ; they are not
disembodied feelings, existing for no reason,
the devil Funk and the angel Courage, one
or the other of whom may come down
arbitrarily into your body, and revolution-
ise it. That is childish mythology, which
survives innocently enough as a figure of
speech, until a philosopher is found to take
that figure of speech seriously. Nor is the
moral suggestion here less unsound. What
is good is not the presumption of power,
but the possession of it: a clear head, aware
of its resources, not a fuddled optimism, call-
ing up spirits from the vasty deep. Courage
is not a virtue, said Socrates, unless it is also
wisdom. Could anything be truer both of
courage in doing and of courage in believing ?
But it takes tenacity, it takes reasonable
courage, to stick to scientific insights such
as this of Socrates or that of James about the
emotions; it is easier to lapse into the tradi-
tional manner, to search natural philosophy
for miracles and moral lessons, and in morals
proper, in the reasoned expression of prefer-
ence, to splash about without a philosophy.